
July 29, 2020 

The Honorable Donald J. Trump 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Trump:  

On July 16, 2020, we sent a letter to Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Acting Secretary 

Chad Wolf and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Acting Director Matthew Albence 

regarding the outbreak of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) at the ICE detention facility 

in Farmville, Virginia.  Among other things, we asked Acting Secretary Wolf and Acting 

Secretary Albence to work with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to create 

and deploy teams of epidemiologists to conduct an overall assessment of the situation at the 

Farmville facility.  We write today to reiterate that request, which Virginia Governor Ralph S. 

Northam also supported in a July 22, 2020 letter to you. 

In early June, despite the COVID-19 pandemic, ICE transferred over 70 detainees to Farmville 

ICA from COVID-19 hotspots in Florida and Arizona. Within two weeks of their transfer, more 

than half of these detainees tested positive for COVID-19. There are now 287 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 amongst detainees, which is approximately 80% of the population housed at 

Farmville, and 26 confirmed cases amongst staff members.   

The Farmville ICE facility and surrounding community now face a dire situation where almost 

every detainee at the Farmville facility has tested positive for COVID-19.  This presents a clear 

risk to individuals within the facility but also endangers the broader community as facility staff 

and released detainees have interaction with the general public.  It is incumbent upon your 

administration to work with the CDC to create and deploy teams of epidemiologists to conduct 

an assessment of the pandemic’s impact at the Farmville ICE facility. State and local officials 

stand ready to support the CDC in efforts to help contain the current outbreak before it spreads to 

the surrounding Farmville community.  

We must prioritize the health and well-being of the detainees and staff at the Farmville ICE 

facility as well as the Farmville community. We appreciate your attention to these issues and 

look forward to working together to address the public health crisis at the ICA Farmville 

detention facility. 

Sincerely, 

 

______________________________ 

Mark R. Warner 

United States Senator

 

_______________________________ 

Tim Kaine 

United States Senator

Cc: Dr. Robert Redfield, Director of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 


